
Whew!  What can we say? 

The year started off great.  

Anna was finishing up a semester 

studying abroad, in Nottingham 

England, and the family used that 

as an excuse to spend the holi-

days there to “pick her up.” 

Katherine spent late winter/

early spring figuring out where 

she wanted to go to college, with 

trips to visit campuses.   

Mary continued building her 

play production experience, work-

ing with local theater groups and 

getting her first “paid” theater 

job—as the stage manager for a 

local production.   

Katherine and Mary both got to 

experience the joy of wisdom 

tooth removal.  What fun!? 

Todd got his two year “all clear” 

from cancer by the doctors (a 

milestone that reduces the odds 

of recurrance) and continued his 

involvement as executive liaison 

for the Moore’s Cancer Center 

Patient and Family Advisory Com-

mittee, founded a local education 

parent advocacy group, San Die-

go Schools, and continued col-

lecting public agency pay data for 

Transparent California, now as 

Research Director.  

Patty continued working at 

Weston Solutions in their environ-

mental programs and spending 

time helping Katherine’s search 

for a college. 

… and then, of course, Covid. 

All three kids went to remote 

learning, Katherine’s college vis-

its stopped and all senior year-

end activities cancelled, Mary’s 

theater productions and Glee 

season were cancelled, and eve-

ryone was furloughed from jobs… 

With that, lots continued to 

happen, though… 

The family participated in a  

BLM protest march in June, 

masked of course... 

Anna re-

turned from 

England and 

continued her 

Environmental 

Toxicology 

studies start-

ing her third 

(and final) year 

at UC Davis, 

working for the 

California Environmental Protec-

tion Agency doing data analysis 

related to her field, and polishing 

up her thesis for graduation. 

Katherine had a very big year. 

Her swim season ended before it 

started, unfortunately.  She grad-

uated from high school with hon-

ors, slipped in a camping trip with 

her friends, and navigated the 

maze of tests and applications to 

ultimately be accepted at UC 

Berkeley, majoring in Psychology. 

We moved her into the dorms 

in August (with a nice visit to the 

redwoods with Katy and Jim) 

where she’s been “remote learn-

ing” ever since. 

Mary started off the year with a 

bang, getting her first paid job in 

theater as the stage manager for 

a local production of Little Wom-

en and keeping connected to 

theater by helping to manage 

online theater productions. 

  She finished off her sopho-

more year in High School distance 

learning (and near the top of her 

class as well), then moved on to 

become a Junior in the fall.  

Patty was able to make some 

trips to visit relatives, and has 

been doing great with online 

sales of various odds and ends. 

Todd ran for school board (!) 

and was able to make a few trips 

also, to Minnesota and his family. 

The family got together friends 

to check out comet Neowise as 

well as view the Persied Meteor 

Shower. 

… and… our apple tree finally 

produced, giving us 50 lbs of 

apples!  Next year, avocados? 

We now have several vaccines, 

let’s hope we’re “done” with this 

soon, and 2021 brings better 

Christmas 2020 

MADDISON FAMILY HOLIDAY TIMES 
  

The year of the mask! 

 

 

As for everyone, it’s been a roller coaster year for the 

Maddison famly with Covid. 

 The  initial shutdown of 

everything was a shock,  

Patty was already sched-

uled to return from Flori-

da—a flight that turned 

out mostly empty.  The 

premature end of of the 

school year (Mary and our garage made 

the news a bit  here…) and everyone 

getting “furloughed” from their jobs was big as well. 

Fortunately we were well stocked with toilet paper and survived 

the great TP Drought, with Todd eventually scoring at Wal-Mart by 

being in the right place 

at the right time…   

Like everyone, we quick-

ly got used masks and 

distancing, although it 

as nice to eat outside 

once and a while when 

we could. 

Hopefully 2021 will get us 

back to normal! 

Covid... 
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With Anna spending the fall 2019 quarter study-

ing abroad in Nottingham, England, what better 

excuse for the family to travel out to visit her and 

“pick her up” at the end? 

We got to spend a nice amount of time there, 

starting in London and then making our way up to 

Edinburgh, Scotland, and back. 

It was a great time to visit—a bit chilly and per-

haps not the best 

weather—but very 

uncrowded...   

So many high-

lights it’s hard to 

pick through them 

(for a full set of 

pictures, here…) 

The first week 

in London had us 

checking out Buckingham Palace, the National 

Gallery, Westminster Abbey, the British Museum, 

the Tower of London, and St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

For fun the family caught a play in the West 

End, spent a day at Harry Potter World, strolled 

through Winter Wonderland at Hyde Park, and 

were lucky enough to stumble on to a Christmas 

choir performance at St. Paul’s (wow!) 

And met up with Patty’s high school friend 

Ken.  He and his wife Susan were nice enough to 

host us at his house for a small Xmas party! 

Making our way out of London, we stopped off 

at Windsor Palace and then….. Stonehenge!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Driving was a challenge, Todd spent 1,000 km 

on the left, Patty did the highway, neither without  

hair raising moments.  Those roundabouts... 

Christmas Eve was spent in a hotel in Oxford, 

then back on the road to Scotland! 

Edinburgh was interesting (who knew Mary 

would like haggis?), with stops at the National 

Museum, Edin-

burgh Castle an 

underground 

tour, and a 

great time at 

the Camera 

Obscura. 

From there 

we made an 

early morning stop at Hadrian’s Wall (where we 

had the place to ourselves.) 

On to Durham and a visit 

to the Castle there, then 

an overnight in York and 

visit to York Minster, and 

on southward. 

Todd’s family originally 

came from a small hamlet 

called Limpenhoe, coming 

over in 1865.  We stopped 

at the 

gravesite of the 

original George 

Maddison (the 

first in the line of 

which Todd is 

the 5th), who 

passed away in 

1859.  We also 

visited the site of Todd’s great x 6 grandfather, 

Thomas Maddison (1727-1785.) 

Back in London, a climb to the top of St. Paul’s 

Cathedral, another play, a cool backstage tour of 

the National Theater Company and New Year’s 

Fireworks over Westminster Abby (brrrrr…….) 

Then the family flew back to return to school 

while Todd stayed on doing Todd-stuff… The 

Prime Meridian in Greenwich, the British Library, 

Canterbury Cathedral, and plenty of chilly time-

lapse photography on the Thames at sunset… 

What a great time for all! 

 

 

Patty’s Mom 

visited last De-

cember, always 

appreciated by the 

family! 

 

In January one of Todd’s oldest 

friends—Garry and his family, 

stopped in from Madison, WI. 

Patty was in Florida visiting her 

mom and sisters as well as meeting 

up with cousins, nieces and neph-

ews.  And got a chance to see 

nephew Jack play ball for Georgia 

Tech before flying back on a nearly 

empty plane as Covid hit. 

She was also able to get back to 

Michigan several times to help her 

Mom after two back surgeries,, and 

joined the family for nephew Ste-

vie’s wedding in October. 

To top off the year we met up 

with our friends Bill and Jodee for a 

SpaceX Falcon 9 launch out of Van-

denburg 

at the 

end of 

the year!  

Boom! 

Visits and short trips... 

The Family Visits the UK!!! Birthdays! 

Mary turned 16!? And got her driver’s 

license, passing on the first try. 

 

Next year we start the quest for the 

right college! 

Kathe-

rine turned 
18, and 

started 

Berkeley. 

What an 

auspicious 

year to cast 

her first vote! 

Anna turned 20, continuing on with 

her work at UC Davis, 

moving ahead toward 

her degree, and buying 

her own car!  

And here’s the section where we 

put random pictures of the dog, Har-

per. Just because we can… 

 

 

 

Gratuitous pictures of the dog... 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!Am6XYMMy2utiirwAHjQ034kg1DHJ7w?e=PnWfd7


 
So…. If you know us, 

you know Todd has 

been involved in 

education in 

Oceanside for years. 

California law re-

quires local districts 

have a parent repre-

sentative on their 

budget committees, 

Todd volunteered to 

be the first for 

Oceanside Unified.   

The law also requires a District Parent 

Advisory Committee and school Site Councils. 

He became the co leader of the former and 

elected member of the latter. 

He’s also been a frequent speaker at 

Board meetings, always advocating for the 

interests of Oceanside’s kids, analyzing the 

districts’ budget and often pointing out the 

way the district focuses it’s spending on ben-

efits for employees instead. 

 

 

 

 

After many years of trying to work from the 

“inside” to improve things for our kids, this 

year the Board member for his district came 

up for re-election and it was time to take the 

next step—run for Board! 

It was an interesting experience… 

With the support of Patty and the kids, 

Oceanside’s longest-serving former Board 

member, and a bunch of dedicated parents, 

Todd put many miles on his feet, wearing out 

a set of Costco shoes.  He ultimately stood on 

5400 doorsteps and driveways, with thou-

sands of great 

chats with par-

ents in 

Oceanside. 

 

All, regrettably, for 

naught… 

 

He faced an incumbent with 12 years and 

the opposition of the local teacher’s union, 

who ignored his long advocacy for their caus-

es to support his opponent. 

 

Would he do it 

again?   

Not so sure 

about that…  It 

was a great expe-

rience, but with 

our kids about to 

leave school it 

seems like time 

to let that battle 

go to younger 

parents now... 

 

Todd Runs for School Board! 

 The Covid shutdown threw a monkey 

wrench into Senior year activities for Kath-

erine’s school.  Her final swim season ended 

before it began, Prom went away, final Senior 

trips were cancelled. 

What about graduation? 

Graduation “as we know it” was immedi-

ately cancelled and replaced with a Zoom 

ceremony.  A minor uprising eventually pro-

duced a plan for 

a “drive-through  

Graduation.” 

    In the end 

friends, family, 

and the schools  

really stepped up  

 

 

 

 

to make it perhaps even more 

memorable than usual. 

The relatives joined in on a great 

zoom graduation party, the school 

did an online slide show of all the 

graduates,  and the drive-through graduation 

was great.  Made particularly special by the 

teachers lining the car path and cheering on 

the kids (for eight hours!) 

And, when we arrived back?   

Every neighbor in our cul-de-sac had put 

up signs congratulating her and were all 

standing out in their driveways while she did 

a victory lap.   

Way to go Katherine!  

Now?  On to UC Berkeley! Go Bears! 

 

 

Katherine Graduates!!! 

 

 

 
Despite the difficulties, Todd managed to 

mix in a couple trips to the cabin this year.  

Which is, of course, the definition of “social 

distancing” once he’s there! 

Although often the only person within 

miles when visiting, this year he was fortu-

nate enough to be able to spend some great 

time with Brother Mark, and lucky enough to 

see cousin Nyle in the spring and cousins 

Beth and Cheryl in the fall. 

During both trips he 

was also able to get 

in some masked-and

-distanced visits with 

Mom (on her back 

deck in Bloomington) 

as well as his Dad 

(at his place in Hib-

bing.)   

We hope in 

2021 it’s a bit easi-

er to get back to 

see our relatives, 

fingers are crossed for sure. 

Minnesota! 
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The Year in Pictures… 
(for more pictures from 2020, click here…) 

 

 

May Peace and  Love fill your Hearts in 2020! 
The Maddison Family 

 
www.maddisonweb.com/xmas for this and prior editions... 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!Am6XYMMy2utiiuxpUrSXTi33tkxxXA?e=pfdHgl
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